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The Native American Center for Excellence (NACE) is a national resource center for Native American substance 
abuse prevention established by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA) 
Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP). NACE provides free culturally-centered training, technical 
assistance, and information resource services to a variety of Native and non-Native audiences throughout the United 
States.  
 
Trends 
NACE was developed in response to alarming substance abuse trends in many Native American communities, 
combined with the need for greater support for Native American prevention efforts. The table below gives a snapshot 
of substance use and abuse trends among Native Americans.    
 

Trends in American Indian/Alaska Native Substance Use and Abuse 

Trend 

2006 NSDUH 2009 NSDUH 2010 NSDUH 

Percent 
(%) 

Higher than 
other racial 

groups 
Percent 

(%) 

Higher 
than 
other 
racial 

groups 
Percent 

(%) 

Higher than 
other racial 

groups 
Past month alcohol use age 12-17 20.5  11.9 - 11.1 - 
Past month alcohol use age 12-20 31.3 - 22.0 - 22.9 - 
Past month alcohol use age 12 or older 37.2 - 37.1 - 36.6 (The lowest) 
Binge alcohol use age 12-20 23.6  16.8 - 18.4 

Binge alcohol use age 12 or older 31.0  22.2 - 24.7 


(The highest)
Alcohol dependence/abuse age 12 or 
older 15.1  n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Past month illicit drug use age 12-17 18.7  n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Past month illicit drug use age 12 or older 13.7  18.3  12.1 
Past month illicit drug use age 18 or older 13.1  n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Illicit drug dependence/abuse age 12 and 
older 6.4  15.5  n/a n/a 
Past month cigarette use age 12-17 21.2  11.6 n/a 14.9 n/a 

Past month cigarette use age 12 or older n/a n/a 41.8  35.8 


(The highest) 
Past month cigarette use age 18 and older 40.1  n/a n/a n/a n/a 
Source: 
1. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2007). Results from the 2006 National Survey on Drug Use and 

Health: National Findings (Office of Applied Studies, NSDUH Series H-32, DHHS Publication No. SMA 07-4293). Rockville, MD.  
2. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (2010). Results from the 2009 National Survey on Drug Use and 

Health: Volume I. Summary of National Findings (Office of Applied Studies, NSDUH Series H-38A, DHHS Publication No. SMA 10-
4856Findings. Rockville, MD.  

3. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (2011). Results from the 2010 National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health: Summary of National Findings (NSDUH Series H-41, DHHS Publication No. (SMA) 11-4658. Rockville, MD. 

Note:  n/a: Data not available;  - : no;  : Yes.  
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NACE Target Audience 
NACE training, technical assistance, and information resource services are designed for the following target 
audiences: 

 Urban and rural tribal nations and organizations 

 Native American prevention providers 

 Community and faith-based providers 

 Health and social service providers 

 State level organizations 

 SAMHSA grantees 

 

NACE Expert Panel 
NACE programming is informed by a 15-member technical expert panel. NACE Expert Panel members represent 
diverse geographic regions and topical areas of expertise including evaluation, tribal programs, education, grass-
roots organizations, treatment, national non-profit organizations, evidence-based programs, and academic 
institutions.  
 
NACE Training and Technical Assistance (TTA) 
NACE provides TTA services on topics relevant to Native American substance abuse prevention including 
assessment, capacity building, culture-based prevention, strategic planning, selecting interventions, foundations of 
prevention, implementation, prevention specialist training, evaluation, evidence-based programs, grant writing, 
methamphetamine prevention, sustainability, the Strategic Prevention Framework, Prevention Specialist test 
preparation, Gathering of Native Americans (GONA), and other topics as requested. A variety of TTA resources are 
available to the following groups:  
 
 Training at national and regional events – NACE provides training at national and regional events for all 

registered participants.   

 Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF) – NACE provides technical assistance to tribal SAMHSA grantees with 
Strategic Prevention Framework-State Incentive Grant funds.  

 Native American Service to Science Academy – NACE offers one-on-one consultative TTA on program 
evaluation and documenting evidence of effectiveness for local and innovative Native American substance abuse 
prevention programs that have been nominated for participation in SAMHSA’s Service to Science Academy.   

 Methamphetamine prevention – NACE supports the Indian Country Methamphetamine Initiative on behalf of 
SAMHSA’s Center for Substance Abuse Prevention. This program includes TTA for tribes implementing 
community methamphetamine prevention initiatives.  

 SAMHSA grantees – NACE provides TTA for selected SAMHSA grantees on an as-needed basis.  

 

NACE Website 

http://nace.samhsa.gov The NACE website includes a comprehensive database of materials related to Native 
American substance abuse prevention. The site also includes password protected portals to share a wide variety of 
information for AI/AN special groups including SPF SIG Grantees, Service to Science participants, Expert Panel 
members.  

 
NACE Information Resources 
NACE conducts ongoing research or “environmental scan” activities to bring the most current information on Native 
American substance abuse prevention to its target audience. Information from the environmental scan is integrated 
into NACE TTA activities, the NACE website, and technical reports produced for SAMHSA and the NACE Expert 
Panel.  
 
Contact 
For more information about NACE, contact CDR Josefine Haynes-Battle, Government Project Officer, via email at 
josefine.haynes-battle@hhs.samhsa.gov or phone at (240) 276-2563. 
 
You may also contact Anthony (AJ) Ernst, Ph.D., NACE Project Director, via email at aernst@avarconsulting.com or 
phone at (301) 509-5851, or contact Avar Consulting, Inc. via email at info@nacesap.org, phone at (301) 977-6553 or 
fax at (301) 977-0331.  


